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COMMENTS

BellSouth Corporation, on behalf of itself and its affiliated companies ("BellSouth"), files

these comments in support of the request by the North American Numbering Council ("NANC")

for a delay until March 1, 1998 for the filing of 47 C.F.R. § 52.23(e) requests. l

As indicated in the Public Notice, the Commission's Phase I implementation schedule for

Local Number Portability (LNP) deployment will be significantly affected in the Southeast,

Western and West Coast Number Portability Administration Center ("NPAC") regions by vendor

failure to provide a stable platform to support LNP. As a result, BellSouth is unable to meet the

Commission's deadlines for implementing number portability within the Southeast Region and is

therefore in the process of preparing a 47 C.F .R. § 52.23(e) request. Nevertheless, BellSouth has

undertaken, and continues to undertake, substantial activities to meet the Commission's current

implementation schedule despite the vendor failure described in the Public Notice.

The actions currently being taken by BellSouth to deploy LNP in accordance with the

Commission's rules and pursuant to the Commission's current implementation schedule include,

but are not limited to, equipping end office switches with LNP software, upgrading switch
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processors, establishing a local Service Management System, modifying and adding SS7 network

links, modifying Service Control Points (SCP) necessary for LNP, capacity enhancements for

Signaling Transfer Points, modifying Line Information Data Bases, modifying Operator Services

switches, modifications to make legacy support systems LNP capable; developing an electronic

communications interface for service provider to service provider communications, laboratory

intra- and inter-network LNP testing, deployment of generic software packages, and equipping

offices for new entrants.

Despite these efforts, LNP cannot be implemented in the Southeast Region until the

availability ofa stable NPAC regional SMS database. BellSouth's upcoming Section 52.23(e)

request is occasioned solely by the inability of the current local number party administrator

("LNPA") to establish the NPAC for Region 4. The NPAC database is the sine qua non of LNP

from a legal, regulatory and practical standpoint. As the Commission has explained:

The Number Portability Administration Center Service Management System is a
hardware and software platform that contains the database of information required
to route ported numbers to the appropriate service provider. In general, the
Number Portability Administration Center Service Management System receives
customer information from both the current and new service providers, validates
the information received, and makes the new routing information available for
downloads to local service management systems when an "activate" message is
received indicating that the customer has been physically connected to the new
service provider's network. The Number Portability Administration Center
contains a record of all ported numbers and a history file of all transactions
relating to the porting of a number. The Number Portability Administration
Center Service Management System also provides audit functionality and the
ability to transmit routing information to service providers to maintain
synchronization of the service providers' network elements that support
portability.2

2 Telephone Number Portability, Second Report and Order, CC Docket No. 95-116, RM
8535 (reI. August 18, 1997) recon. pending ~60 (emphasis added, footnotes omitted).
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Without the Region 4 NPAC, the provision of LNP is not technically feasible because the NPAC

is the controlling intelligence, the '"brain" that houses and controls the information on ported

numbers and communicates with all of the participating carriers' routing databases. Without the

NPAC, there can be no synchronization among carriers' routing databases, and no location for

common, required data.

Although BellSouth is preparing to file its Section 52.23(a) request by the appropriate

deadline, BellSouth agrees that the delay requested by NANC may result in a more informed

record upon which the FCC may act because, as the NANC letter explains, the "affected regional

limited liability corporations (LLCs) are currently evaluating the impact of this [vendor] failure

and are identifying possible solutions to facilitate implementation of local number portability in

their regions" and "are currently in negotiations to address this problem.,,3 The LLCs are to

report their progress to the Commission by the end of January,4 and the incumbent local

exchange carriers in each affected region are regularly advising the Commission on progress in

implementing LNP. The NANC recommendation is therefore sound.

CONCLUSION

The Commission should grant NANC's request.

Letter From Alan Hasselwander, Chair, North American Numbering Council, to A.
Richard Metzger, Jr., Chief, Common Carrier Bureau (January 21, 1998).

4 Id.
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Date: January 26, 1998

Respectfully submitted,

BELLSOUTH CORPORAnON

M. Robert Sutherland
Theodore R. Kingsley

1155 Peachtree Street
Suite 1700
Atlanta, Georgia 30309~3610

(404) 249-3392
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that I have this 26th of January, 1998, served all parties to this action

with a copy of the foregoing COMMENTS by placing a true and correct copy of same in the

United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the parties listed hereinbelow,

Jeannie Grimes·
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Suite 235
2000 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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